joining our voices

A Collaborative Community Workshop
Thursday, January 21, 2010

Research on early learning and child care is conclusive: a child’s experiences during the first five years of her/his life
can set a critical direction for future success in school and for living a healthy and fulfilling life (Pascal’s Early Learning
Report, 2009; Canadian Council on Learning, 2007). The research on parent engagement is equally as conclusive:
when parents are engaged in their children’s schooling, children stay in school longer, do better in school, and like
school more (Henderson & Mapp, 2002).

What this research means for us is that when we join our voices as parents, educators, and staff, right from the start
of our children’s lives and through the school years, we can make a significant difference to their health and security;
emotional, social and academic competence; and their interest, confidence, and success as learners.

Dr. Debbie Pushor graduated from the University of Alberta in 2001 with a PhD in elementary
education and is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Curriculum Studies in the
College of Education at the University of Saskatchewan. She completed a major research project
funded by the Dr. Stirling McDowell Foundation for Research into Teaching, which explored
how schools can move from practices of parent involvement to practices of parent engagement
and leadership. Debbie is currently writing a book arising from research funded by the Social

| Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada on what parent knowledge is and how it

>~ .4 is held and used.

In this session, Dr. Debbie Pushor will share knowledge, insights and experiences explored from her research
on parent engagement and parent knowledge and from her experiences working in early learning settings. She
will discuss what parent engagement is, beliefs and assumptions that underlie it, and the trust, relationships
and the welcoming hospitality that it takes to make it happen. Debbie will share many concrete examples and
stories of successful efforts to shape both policies and practices which create meaningful space and voice for
parents’ in their young children’s learning and care. The session will provide opportunities for participants to
share their voices as well, as they interact with Debbie and with one another. Discussions will be recorded and

provided to attendees following the session.

This session will be relevant for early childhood educators, Kindergarten and Grade 1 teachers, early learning
and child care support agency staff, parents, students enrolled in ECE or Child and Youth Studies programs,
School Council members, principals, senior administrators, and policymakers.

Thursday, January 21, 2010 from 6:00 to 8:30 pm
Quality Parkway Hotel & Convention Centre, 325 Ontario Street, St. Catharines ON
No cost, however registration is required by Monday, January 18, 2010
To register please contact the ECCDC at 905.646.7311 ext. 304 or email eccdc@eccdc.org
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